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ABU@2020 DECLARATION OF COMMITMENT 

  

ABU Members Pledge   

to 

Embrace the Digital Wave and Serve Our Audiences  

 

Considering that, 

1) our industry started its international development a century ago and the 

ABU has played a pivotal role in its development in the Asia-Pacific region 

for the last 50 years, and while media environment rapidly changes our 

foundation remains solid to pursue the same role as our major mission to 

reflect on our achievements of the past and our commitments to the 

future; 

2) a “digital wave” of converging information and communication 

technologies has revolutionised the way  audiences consume, share, and 

interact with content and services provided on multiple platforms; 

3) ABU members recognise that as broadcasters we have a responsibility to 

provide the audiences of the Asia-Pacific with knowledge and information 

to enrich people’s lives; 

4) our industry and all members have been important participants of the 

processes needed to build the industrial society and a driving force for the 

entry into the information society, broadcasters are vital to the 

development of a global information or knowledge economy based on a 

variety of technologies, 

5) our industry is also social in its character,  it is targeting the society as a 

whole and focusing on issues which require efforts to handle issues like 

sustainable livelihood, empowerment and enlightenment of human 

resources in general;  

6) the frequency spectrum resource available to the broadcasters can be 

utilized in the creation, access, communication and consumption of social 

developmental services provided by the broadcasters in health, education, 

safety of environment for the benefit of individuals and communities in 

under developed and deprived areas across the world. 

7) our industry has been facing major technological changes through its 100 

years of existence and we have maintained our importance to our 

stakeholders by providing the general public and all social groups and 

individuals with applicable information in an affordable manner.   
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Appreciating the initiative of those who established the ABU as a collective body 

for developing the region’s broadcast industry in order to serve the hugely 

diverse Asia-Pacific audiences region   

 

Recognizing the extensive body of experience and knowledge within the ABU 

which has benefitted the Asia-Pacific region in a growing variety of ways which 

will lead us to the new horizons included in this Declaration of Commitment.  

  

Restating the crucial role played by the media in expanding and promoting 

public information, education and entertainment on a variety of platforms to a 

growing diversity of audiences   

 

The 2014 ABU General Assembly Declares 

We, the delegates of the 50th Anniversary GA of the ABU held in Macau on 27 and 

28 October 2014, make the following affirmation of commitment to the goals of 

the ABU as we look forward to 2020 and beyond in assuring the effective use of 

broadcasting and ICT in serving (4.2 billion) individuals in the Asia-Pacific region 

by aiming for a better future.     

  

 COMMITMENTS 

We believe that the broadcasters have a responsibility to provide wide audiences 

with information to enable them to function in their societies and to empower 

them to make informed decisions in their everyday life and therefore we, the ABU 

members, commit to: 

 

1. continue to work together to ensure broadcast media remains relevant and 

sustainable to serve the public interest at all times. Noting that terrestrial 

broadcasting remains and has long been the proven platform for most 

efficient and cost effective means of information delivery to mass 

audiences, safeguarding and preserving the broadcast frequency spectrum 

will remain the top priority in the development and sustainable growth of 

this platform for the foreseeable future.  

2. produce the highest quality content for all digital platforms that involves 

news, sport or the increasing variety of general programs and offer the 

widest possible diversity of choice to meet the demand from Asia-Pacific 

audiences through the most modern audio-visual means and ICTs;  

3. re-strategize and prioritize the common approach towards Sports 

Broadcasting to embrace this as a national interest, backed by laws and 

regulations and serve Asia-Pacific audiences by ensuring that the 

broadcast rights for major sport events are available to the widest 

possible audiences through a unified action spearheaded by the ABU to 

promote the sports broadcasting as a basic public service to our citizens 

and as part of our member’s Corporate Social Responsibility; 

4. reflect the audience diversity in their employment policy by  providing  

equal employment opportunities to women, persons with disabilities, 

ethnic minorities and members of different cultures and deliver content 

which reflects the diversity of the  society; 

5. continue to raise the professional standards of the ABU broadcast member 

organizations through comprehensive training programmes and initiatives 

in a wide spectrum of areas in order to re-skill them for the new digital 

age;  

6. provide creative and innovative solutions to reduce and bridge the digital 

divide which in the future will decide the social and economic development 

of any country; 
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7. utilize the advantages of broadcast media solely or converged with 

internet, smart phones and other technologies to create a new generation 

of services offered by broadcasters in order to insure their long term 

sustainable future;  

8. utilise the opportunities offered by the digital swichover for nation 

building, social development and skills capacity-building and confront the 

challenges brought by climate change; gender and disability inequality; 

poverty of both body and mind as well as any other problems which 

inhibit the possibilities of equality and fairness in different societies and 

communities which affect the well-being of family life and the potential of 

the individual adversely; 

9. work together to stop misappropriation of broadcast signals and content 

piracy and protect broadcasters from unauthorized use and redistribution 

internationally of their programme content by updating the national and 

international laws to reflect the complexities of the digital world. 

 

CONCLUSION 

We hereby recognize the importance of this 51st General Assembly of the ABU in 

re-establishing the commitment of all ABU members and participants to the 

empowerment of the audiences of our members through the flow of knowledge 

made possible by modern technological means. 

 

Finally, we call on all who can assist broadcasting agencies and organizations to 

implement the outcomes of this General Assembly to join us in ensuring that the 

citizens of the world can meet the challenges of 2020 and beyond in the 

development of humanity. 


