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An Update on the Latest Digital Radio Development Worldwide 
from April -June 2012
Eureka-147 DAB/T-DMB
Reported on 2 Apr 12: Commercial Radio Australia (CRA) on 2 Apr 12 in the Digital Radio Industry Report 2012, showing the technology is tracking ahead of forecast, with 1.2 million people listening to digital radio in an average week, in the five state metropolitan capitals of Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, Perth and Adelaide and close to 800,000 digital radios sold. 
Source: www.commercialradio.com.au
Reported on 30 Apr 12: On 4 Jun 2012, WorldDMB and the German Project Office hosted a workshop on German automotive in Leipzig. The workshop aimed to provide the auto industry and aftermarket with information on the development of digital radio in Germany, Europe and globally. 
The focus of the event showed how the German market has developed new services on-air, promotion to the market, receiver sales, service coverage roadmap of digital radio broadcasters, improved traffic and travel information using the new TPEG system and the potential for revenue for OEM and aftermarket product manufacturers that support DAB/DAB+. 

Source: www.tisa.org
Reported on 17 May 12: Volkswagen is tuning in to customer demand and fitting DAB radios as standard on all models, giving buyers not only a wider choice of radio stations but also a higher quality of sound.

The change means all 2013 model-year Volkswagens, will be ready for the UK’s switch to digital radio.  Digital radio not only offers listeners digital quality sound, but it also gives them a bigger choice of radio stations than is available through conventional FM or AM broadcasts alone.  

Source: www.volkswagen.co.uk
Reported on 25 May 12: Digital radio sales have now reached a major landmark, according to GfK Retail and Technology, who announced that a total of 15 million digital radios have been sold in the UK. This follows an upturn in digital radio sales in 2012 with GfK reporting that year on year sales of digital radios were up 8% over the last 3 months and up 11% in April.

Source: www.getdigitalradio.com
Reported on 12 Jun 12: German TV maker, Telefunken, has mass-produced its new PURE II LED iDTV series embedded with KeyStone’s single-chip FM/DAB/DAB+/DMB-A receiver ICs. The new PURE II iDTV series offers 2376 x 1250p high resolution with TV display size ranging from 16” to 32”.

KeyStone’s Tsunami KSW8650 IC series enable display devices to receive digital audio broadcast as well as color slide show reception. Achieving the low power-consumption and small form-factor, KSW8650/KSW8650V/KSW8650VQ have received the widest design-wins such as Android and Apple’s iPod/iPhone/iPad accessories, Bluetooth digital radio headsets, Bluetooth digital radio adaptors, FM/DAB cellular phones, FM/DAB digital photo frames, in-vehicle entertainment systems, in-car DAB-to-FM adaptors, in-car DAB-to-FM transmitters, portable DAB/HDMI dongles, automotive-grade DAB adaptors, GPS FM/DAB TMC/TPEG cables, FM/DAB set-top-boxes and  DAB/DTV.

Source: www.keystonesemi.com
Reported on 19 Jun 12: Hong Kong's digital audio broadcasting (DAB) service is set to be further enhanced to enable more listeners to enjoy a brand new listening experience, with the transmission network coming into full operation.

Hong Kong's DAB transmission network comprises seven transmission stations located at Beacon Hill, Golden Hill, Cloudy Hill, Kowloon Peak, Castle Peak, Mount Gough and Lamma Island, and related construction works were completed earlier. With the transmission network launched, the geographical coverage of the DAB service now stands at around 70 per cent, covering most of Hong Kong Island and the Kowloon peninsula, while reception in individual areas in the New Territories may vary. 

Source: www.info.gov.hk
Digital Radio Mondiale (DRM)
Reported on 19 Apr 12: The DRM Consortium showcased a new DRM receiver and updated participants on the developments and potential of the DRM standard at NAB 2012, now fully recommended by ITU for both AM (DRM30) and VHF (DRM+).  
Over the course of three days, industry professionals were presented with DRM’s full potential as an open, energy-saving standard and new practical solutions for transmitting and receiving DRM.

On 16 April participants viewed and tested the new DR111 receiver. They also learned more about DRM30 and how highly efficient and economical it is as it can deliver up to 80% energy savings.

Source: www.drm.org 
Reported on 10 May 12: The DRM Receiver Task Group went to China to meet with various radio broadcasting organizations and companies.  The DRM Receiver Task Group had meetings with chipset manufacturers RDA Microelectronics and Silicon Labs, Philips and Tecsun, mobile phone manufacturer Nokia, automotive supplier Continental Corporation and Chinese government broadcast agencies and organizations including RFT, SARFT, China Radio International, BBEF, ABP and ABS.
The update on the progress of DRM in markets like India, Russia and Brazil and of receiver development is of great use to them and might trigger some incentive to start digital radio broadcasts soon.

Source: www.drm.org 
Reported on 10 May 12: Voice of Nigeria (VON) terrestrial broadcast Transmitters and Curtain Antennae, are able to transmit to all the continents of the world where its signals are received with relatively little impairment resulting from receiver fidelity and environmental conditions.
VON, fully aware of the constraints of analogue broadcasts, in terms of limited quality resulting from long distance propagation processes and, the desire to satisfy its audiences, has embraced the DRM technology.

Source: www.drm.org 
Reported on 10 May 12: NewStar Electronics Co. Ltd has designed the first multi-media DRM receiver, and it has also developed the world's first Diveemo DRM receiver by teaming with Thomson Broadcast of Switzerland the German research Institute Fraunhofer IIS.  Currently NewStar has just finished a limited number of pre-production affordable DRM stand alone receivers -- DR111. Unveiled at NAB in April this latest version of DR111 has received some great reviews from DRMNA.  
Source: www.drm.org 

Reported on 20 Jun 12: The first Brazilian made DRM transmitter was unveiled by BT Broadcast Transmitters.   The company is well known for their analogue Transmitters in Brazil and this is their first digital radio transmitter.  The transmitter has a power of 2.5 KW and is produced with the support from Digidia, a DRM consortium member.
Source: www.drm.org 

HD Radio (IBOC) 
Reported on 16 Apr 12: Toyota announced the 2013 Venza will offer HD Radio receivers with iTunes Tagging.
The V6-only, top-of-line Venza Limited, comes with the Premium HDD Navigation with Entune and JBL multimedia system. The system features a seven-inch touch screen with split-screen capability, AM/FM CD player with MP3/WMA playback capability, HD Radio with iTunes Tagging, Auxiliary audio jack and USB port with iPod connectivity.

Source: www.rwonline.com
Reported on 17 Apr 12: Chevrolet, GMC and Buick will be the first American automotive brands to offer the HD Radio “Artist Experience” feature. Artist Experience synchronizes images, such as album art and station logos, with the HD Radio program audio on the receiver display. 

Source: www.rwonline.com
Reported on 18 May 12: Best Buy is taking pre-orders for a new HD Radio tabletop receiver, “The Narrator”, designed with the visually-impaired in mind.  
The Narrator was created with input from the International Association of Audio Information Services, the group that represents radio reading services. 

The unit, marketed under Best Buy’s Insignia brand, is unusual in that it’s designed for both sighted and visually-impaired users, according to Best Buy and iBiquity Digital. It's also the first Insignia brand HD Radio receiver to include AM.

Source: www.rwonline.com
Integrated Services Digital Broadcasting (ISDB)
Reported on 16 Apr 12: Harris Corporation announced that TV TEM, a Rede Globo affiliate in Brazil, is installing 45 Harris Maxivadigital TV transmitters to increase over-the-air digital TV (DTV) broadcast coverage in São Paulo. The expansion will cover 70 percent of the TV TEM’s market, enabling the broadcaster to optimize available broadcast spectrum and reduce operating costs while reaching more viewers.

Source: www.digitaltvnews.net
Reported on 15 May 12: The Uruguayan Government has passed the decree that will govern DTT implementation under ISDB-T standard in the country. According to the document, digital broadcasting will start within 12 months and the analog switches off will take place on 21 Nov 2015. 
Source: nextvlatam.com
Digital Satellite Radio
Reported on 25 Apr 12: Hyundai is expanding its free trials of SiriusXM. Hyundai Motor America already offers driving a free 3-month trial of the satellite radio service for customers who purchase a used Hyundai that features a satellite radio in the dash. 
Source: www.rwonline.com
Reported on 2 May 12: SiriusXM plans to roll out its new 2.0 service on some Chrysler vehicle receivers this summer. While some of the 2.0 receivers are available now, these are the first cars to offer the new receivers and expanded satellite radio service. 
Radio Zew Zealand

Radio New Zealand International has broadcast DRM on HF to the Pacific Region at 100kW from our central North Island Site of Rangitaiki since 2006.

National Network and Concert Network are available on Sky satellite, Freeview satellite, and Freeview terrestrial.

They also stream the National network, Concert network and Radio New Zealand International onto the Web.
Current situation in Australia   

Last update: 30-01-2012
Population:
20.6 million, Coverage: 60%, Services:
65 DAB+, Sales (accumulated):
833,320 devices (Last update: 30-013-2012)
Digital radio broadcasts in Australia was released by Commercial Radio Australia (CRA) , showing there are 1.3 million 940,000 people  listening to digital radio in the five state metropolitan capitals of Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, Perth and Adelaide and 833,320 digital radios have been sold.  
Coverage   
Last update: 30-06-2012  
Coverage is currently at 60% of the population, or around 12 million people. Low power DAB+ trials were launched in Canberra in July and Darwin in August 2010. Planning is based on achieving robust indoor and outdoor coverage using VHF Band III spectrum.
DAB+ Radio Stations

Sydney - 2GB, 2CH, 2UE, 2DAY, TRIPLE M, Sky Sports Radio, WSFM, MIX 106.5, 2SM, NOVA, CLASSIC ROCK, Radar, The Main Stage, Barry, NovaNation, Koffee, The EDGE, WSFM Plus, Classic Hits Live, The Crack, Gorilla, Zoo Super Digi, Sky Sports Radio Digital, ABC, SBS and some community stations.

Melbourne - MIX, GOLD, SEN, 3AW, FOX, MAGIC, TRIPLE M, NOVA, CLASSIC ROCK, Sport 927, Radar, The Main Stage, Koffee NovaNation, The EDGE, Barry, MyMp, Aussie, The Buckle, Gold Plus, Classic Hits Live, ABC, SBS and some community stations.

Brisbane - 4BC, 4BH, 4KQ, B105, TRIPLE M, NOVA, RADIO TAB, 97.3FM, Radar Radio, The Main Stage, Barry 4TAB Digital Two, NovaNation, Koffee, 4KQ Plus, The EDGE, Classic Hits Live, The Buckle, ABC, SBS and some community stations.

Adelaide - 5AA, MIX, SAFM, TRIPLE M, NOVA, CRUISE, Radar Radio, The Main Stage, Barry, Mix Plus, NovaNation, Koffee, Classic Hits Live, The EDGE, ABC, SBS and some community stations.

Perth - 6IX, 6PR, 96FM, MIX, 92.9FM, NOVA, Radar Radio, The Main Stage,  Barry, My Perth Digital, Hot Country Perth Digital, NovaNation, The Buckle, ABC, SBS and some community stations.

Canberra trial - 2CA, 2CC, Mix 106.3, 104.7 Hit Music, Radar Radio, Mix Plus, my Canberra Digital, Hot Country Canberra Digita, ABC and SBS Radio stations.

Darwin trial - Hot 100, Mix 104.9, Top Country Digital and Radio TAB.
Receiver Market  
CRA is continuing to drive the inclusion of DAB+ into all devices, with vehicles and mobile phones a major  focus.  Toyota, Lexus and Hino include DAB+ as standard in a range of vehicle models.  BMW and Audi have DAB+ as an option.  Many mobile phones include FM radio and radio stations have created apps to enable listeners to listen to AM, FM and DAB+ stations via streaming.  Ideally, just as for FM, a DAB+ chip will become standard in mobile phones to enable listeners to access all stations via DAB+ free to air broadcast.

Premium audio brands in Australia Bose and Bang and Olufsen both now offer DAB+ options.  There are now more than 120 DAB+ devices available.   

Details of Trials    
Last update: 30-06-2012

The first DAB+ trials started in Australia on 1st July 2007. Prior to this, Australian broadcasters had conducted DAB trials in Sydney on L-band since 1998 and on VHF Band III since 2003.
Spectrum
The Federal Government has allocated  14 megahertz of spectrum in the VHF Band III for the rollout of DAB+ digital radio to regional areas. The Australian Communications and Media Authority (ACMA) is planning to implement a restack of spectrum following the switch off of analogue television at the end of 2013. CRA is working with the ACMA and the television industry on the restack to enable the best and most efficient use of the available spectrum for the regional rollout of DAB+ digital radio.
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