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An Update on the Latest Digital Radio Development Worldwide 
for December 2011
Eureka-147 DAB/T-DMB
Reported on 1 Nov 11: EtherWaves announced on 1 Nov 11 a new version of its ClearSignal software based DAB/DMB solution. This version executes on Linux-based OS’s, such as those used for automotive In-Vehicle Infotainment (IVI), for mobile devices and for tablet computers.
Adding this digital radio capability requires an appropriate digital tuner - such as Maxim’s MAX217x, and executing ClearSignal software on the existing processor with GENIVI or Android operating system. Porting the same DAB/DMB capability to another processor is a straightforward task, due to ClearSignal RF-agnostic design.
The new version currently, running on an ARM V7 architecture core, implements all the digital radio broadcasting standards supported by ClearSignal - DAB, DAB+, T-DMB and DRM.

Source: www.etherwaves.com
Reported on 14 Nov 11: Despite one of the weakest retail markets for many years, sales of digital radios recorded their biggest quarterly jump since Christmas 2010. Official data relating to digital radio in Australia was released by Commercial Radio Australia (CRA) on 14 Nov 11, showing close to 100,000 DAB+ digital radios were sold in Q3 2011 alone, according to the GfK Marketscope report, bringing the total number of DAB+ digital radios sold since August 2009 to 603,932. These figures also highlight the fact that nearly 500,000 additional digital radios have been sold since July 2010 at which point sales of digital radios were at 150,000.
Official Nielsen radio survey results for metropolitan Survey 7 2011, show that the number of people listening to digital radio is moving rapidly towards the 1 million mark with 940,000 people listening to digital radio each week.

Source: www.commercialradio.com.au
Reported on 24 Nov 11: Hino Australia has become the first vehicle manufacturer in Australia to include DAB+ digital radio as standard equipment across its range of vehicles. BMW and Audi have announced DAB+ digital radio as an option in a range of vehicles but Hino is the first manufacturer to include it as standard.
Full power DAB+ digital radio is available in Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, Adelaide and Perth, with low power trials being conducted in Canberra and Darwin.  Planning for the rollout of DAB+ in other regions is continuing with the Federal Government and the Australian Communications and Media Authority (ACMA).

Source: www.commercialradio.com.au
Digital Radio Mondiale (DRM)
Reported on 10 Nov 11: The findings of the review of technologies for digital radio in regional Australia was published after the Department of Broadband, Communications and Digital Economy and the local media authority (ACMA) published a discussion paper and canvassed submissions into the possible roll-out of digital radio in Australia. The submissions to the review highlighted the desire of the radio industry, organizations and members of the public to see digital radio rolled out to regional areas of Australia. Submissions acknowledged that there are a number of issues, such as availability of suitable spectrum, terrain diversity and technical limitations associated with such a rollout. Among the key findings of the recently published results, was a preference for DRM (DRM30 in the medium frequency bands and/or DRM+ in the very high frequency bands) to supplement DAB+ services in regional areas. 
Source: www.drm.org
Reported on 10 Nov 11:  Indian state broadcaster All India Radio (AIR) has increased its DRM SW transmission by 8.25 hours to a total of approximately 16 hours a day. AIR first started Digital Radio Transmission from Delhi in SW band by using DRM Technology in Jan 09 with a target coverage area of the UK and West Europe. Its Vividh Bharti service on DRM (in NVIS mode) has an approx coverage area of 800 km. With the increase in transmission time, more language services have now been added to the external services transmission.
Source: www.drm.org
HD Radio (IBOC) 
Reported on 18 Nov 11: At the 2011 LA auto show, Hyundai announced that HD Radio will be offered as standard equipment in its 2012 model Azera. This is the fourth Hyundai vehicle to launch with HD Radio; it will be available in dealerships early in 2012, and will join the Equus, Genesis and Sonata, which already offer HD Radio. Mazda had also announced that HD Radio will be available in the 2013 CX-5 model. 
Source: radiomagonline.com
Reported on 21 Nov 11: Silicon Laboratories Inc. announced on 21 Nov 11 introduction of the advanced automotive tuner IC family designed to deliver the highest RF performance coupled with advanced signal processing while reducing the cost and complexity of car radio systems. The Si476x family represents the automotive industry’s first viable receiver alternative to enable developers to pair a best-in-class tuner IC with the optimal choice of audio digital signal processors (DSPs) to create highly cost-effective back-end audio processing designs. 

Source: news.silabs.com
Integrated Services Digital Broadcasting (ISDB)
Reported on 21 Nov 11: Alcatel Lucent and DiBcom entered into a new partnership in 2011. This time it is for radio planning for ISDB-T networks in South America including technology collaboration and demonstration through the Argentina broadcasting network trial project. 

Source: www.digitalbroadcasting.com
Digital Satellite Radio
Reported on 7 Nov 11: Sirius XM’s new Edge radio gives consumers a brand new look with the many of the capabilities that were once reserved for more expensive units.  With the Edge Sirius XM has delivered a highly capable radio at a price point consumers can handle with relative ease.  It is a great solution for most any user that is seeking a newer radio, cleaner look with essential functionality.  In this simple yet capable radio, Sirius XM has hit a virtual home run. The Edge is a combination of form and function.  The user will not be overwhelmed with buttons and control interfaces.  The user interface is intuitive, and the navigation design is simple.  The high points of this radio include the added channels, the big color screen, the easy to navigate menus, and PowerConnect, a feature that allows the Edge to be used with several Sirius XM accessories including home kits and speaker boxes.  

Source: siriusbuzz.com
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