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Eureka-147 DAB/T-DMB
Reported on 4 Jan 12: AIM’s local partner in Hong Kong, technology company BTL, specified All In Media products as part of its hardware and system integration service to the broadcasters involved in the project. AIM’s software is at the heart of the visualization of the DAB+ broadcasts, delivering text and images from a mix of static and dynamic content.
Following the granting of licenses last year, extended trial broadcasts are currently under way by state broadcaster RTHK and commercial operators Phoenix U, Metro Broadcast and DBCHK. The full DAB+ service of 18 channels will commence in early 2012. For commercial broadcasters, DAB+ visual services provide a means of generating new revenue streams from advertisers and sponsors.
Source: www.worlddab.org
Reported on 10 Jan 12: Frontier Silicon announced on 10 Jan 12 that it has now shipped over 17 million digital radio processor ICs.   This  is testament to the growing popularity of digital radio across a number of high volume markets. 
Source: www.frontier-silicon.com
Reported on 26 Jan 12: KeyStone Semiconductor Corp announced on 26 Jan 12 that KeyStone’s new single-chip FM/DAB/DAB+ receiver ICs, KSW86GTC and KSW86GTV to support TPEG/SLS/DLS/DLS+ for in-car and mobile navigation applications are now available for sampling. A live demonstration of this new novel technology was held on 30 Jan 2012 in the Netherlands. The group is world’s first single-chip FM/DAB/DAB+/DMB receiver ICs that supports The Transport Protocol Experts Group (TPEG) in navigation systems. The Tsunami digital radio receiver IC is fully integrated with radio tuners, demodulators, audio decoders, DSPs, MCUs, DACs and flash memory. 

KSW86GTC not only supports typical digital radio reception in DAB and DAB+ but also features Slide Show (SLS), Dynamic Label Segment Plus (DLS/DLS+), Electronic Program Guide (EPG), and more importantly, TPEG to process live traffic information. While KSW86GTC meets commercial grade applications, KSW86GTV is designed and certified for stringent in-vehicle applications which it satisfies industrial grade requirements. 

Source: www.prweb.com
Reported on 26 Jan 12: WorldDMB participated in Le Radio 2012 hosted in Paris from 5 to 7 February. WorldDMB’s workshop “The digital radio experience: case studies for commercial broadcasters on going digital” was tailored to the French market.  The workshop was tailored to the commercial radio sector with commercial broadcasters presenting experiences and perspectives from Europe and Asia Pacific.  The workshop highlighted some of the findings of recent research  commissioned by WorldDMB on the business case scenarios for commercial digital radio.
Throughout the Le Radio event, WorldDMB demonstrated the latest DAB, DAB+ and DMB receivers.  The latest receivers covering all price ranges including Pure, Roberts, Kenwood, Grundig, Sony and Phillips were on display along with a number of mobile devices such as USB enabled dongles, headsets and tablets with interactive screens.

Source: www.worlddab.org
Digital Radio Mondiale (DRM)
Reported on 10 Jan 12: Vatican Radio carried out DRM+ trials on VHF band II in Rome during December 2011 on frequency 103.8MHz using 200W RMS. The frequency allocation came from GE-84 agreement and the transmission was performed by switching the broadcast to digital during timeslots which were free in the normal program schedule. The digital transmitter used the same antenna system as of the analogue and was combined with other 3 FM frequencies. The antenna, located in Vatican City, is a 10 bay omnidirectional system elliptical polarized. During tests coverage measurements and coverage comparisons between analogue and digital have been performed. 
Support for the trials was provided by other DRM Consortium members.  Nautel provided a VS1 FM/DRM+ Transmitter and VS-DRM Digital Exciter. Fraunhofer IIS supplied a Fraunhofer DRM ContentServer R5, professional edition, for the DRM+ multiplex signal generation. RFmondial provided an LV6m DRM+ modulator and a DRM+ measurement professional receiver. 

Source: www.drm.org
Reported on 11 Jan 12: The ITU has just published three recommendations on DRM+, known in the documents as Digital System G.  This heralds the introduction of the full DRM system (DRM 30 and DRM+).
The process began in October 2009 with DRM's submission proposing that DRM+ should be added to ITU-R Rec. BS.1114.  This is the ITU recommendation for sound broadcasting in the frequency range 30 MHz to 3 GHz.  DAB, HD-Radio and ISDB-T were already recommended in this document as Digital Systems A, C and F respectively.  The members of the ITU WP6A and SG6 ensured that proper rigour was applied to the proposal and after several meetings and the submission of test reports and other information, the proposal was adopted for consultation in May 2011 along with two further recommendations concerning the planning basis of DRM+ and its use for the hearing impaired.

Source: www.drm.org
HD Radio (IBOC) 
Reported in January 2012: At the 2012 CES (Consumer Electronics Show) from 10 to 13 January, iBiquity Digital Corporation announced expanded support for HD Radio from a wide array of 22 leading automakers. Receivers were on display at the HD Radio booth in the Central Hall including products from Alpine, Acoustic Research, Audiovox, Clarion, Denon, JVC, Kenwood, Insignia, Marantz and Pioneer to showcase HD Radio features. Five new vehicles equipped with factory installed HD Radio receivers were also on display at the booth. 
Source: www.ibiquity.com
Reported on 9 Jan 12: Quu and Jump2Go have developed a messaging system for radio that enables music, program messages and advertising on RDS and HD Radio enabled receivers. Quu's Radio Text (QuuRT) technology allows specialized advertising messages to be presented on the radio displays during music, commercials or jock talk creating a new advertising platform and revenue stream for radio.
Source: radiomagonline.com
Integrated Services Digital Broadcasting (ISDB)
Reported on 10 Jan 12: MaxLinear Inc announced on 10 Jan 12 the MxL683, its next-generation high-performance, single-chip receiver for ISDB-T and SBTVD-T terrestrial set-top box applications. It is a monolithic system-on-chip based on 65nm CMOS process technology. The device integrates MaxLinear’s latest “super radio” core with a state-of-the-art ISDB-T demodulator to deliver exceptional system performance, even in very difficult terrestrial broadcast environments commonly found in Brazil and other Latin American countries. The MxL683 includes an embedded CPU for adaptive tuner and demodulator performance control, fast channel acquisition, and advanced power management. It also integrates voltage regulation, RF loop-through output and clock output for sharing a single crystal with multiple devices. The MxL683 device is designed to provide excellent rejection of out-of-band interference from 4G/LTE, Wi-Fi, Satellite and MoCA signals. This performance makes the MxL683 an ideal choice for hybrid set-top boxes that combine multiple receptions (satellite and terrestrial) and connectivity technologies in a single box.
Source: www.digitaltvnews.net
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