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Eureka-147 DAB/T-DMB
Reported on 4 Oct 11: KeyStone Semiconductor Corp announced on 4 Oct 11 that Usmart, powered by KeyStone's KSW8650 FM/DAB/DAB+ single-chip, has started shipment of world's first FM/DAB/DAB+ photo frames. 
USMart's novel DAB digital photo frame features calendar, clock, alarm, photo album, MP3/WMA decoding, DAB/DAB+ receiving; moreover, it offers DAB/DAB+ dynamic label system (DLS) and color slide show with full-screen display. It also offers 2-watt stereo power output, 3.5 mm headphone jack and 7" TFT LED backlight with 800 x 480 resolution.

Source: www.sfgate.com
Reported on 8 Oct 11: KeyStone Semiconductor Corp announced on 8 Oct 11 that its single-chip FM/DAB/DAB+/DMB-R receiver IC, KSW8650, selected by Macostar Technology Ltd is embedded in Macostar’s feature phones for mass production. 
Macostar’s MA-11 mobile phone is world’s first low-cost and low-power mobile phone to support FM/DAB/DAB+/DMB-R with a 2.4” TFT color screen to display QVGA 240 x 320 DAB slide show. Featuring a dual SIM and quad-band 850/900/1800/1900 MHz GSM/GPRS, MA-11 also offers rich multimedia player, Bluetooth and 2.0 M pixel camera. 

Source: www.prweb.com
Reported on 10 Oct 11: Indonesian radio broadcasters from public and commercial stations visited Australia in mid of October to hold technical and policy meetings with key digital radio stakeholders, to attend the National Radio Conference on the Gold Coast and to visit the Darwin DAB+ trial being conducted in similar climatic conditions to those in Indonesia.
Hosted by Commercial Radio Australia, the Indonesian radio delegation which included senior representatives from the PT Radionet Cipta Karya, PT Ramako Radio Group, Radio Republik of Indonesia and PT Siprama Komunindo met with commercial  and the public service broadcasters, plus industry regulator the Australian Communication and Media Authority (ACMA) and the Department of Broadband Communications and the Digital Economy (DBCDE), to discuss the successful switch on of digital radio in Australia.

The Indonesian radio industry and regulator are jointly considering DAB+ as a possible digital platform and with a population of more than 237 million people; adoption would make it one of the largest DAB+ markets.

Source: www.commercialradio.com.au
Reported on 13 Oct 11: Preparation for the launch of digital audio broadcasting (DAB) services in Hong Kong has entered the final stage as representatives from Digital Broadcasting Corporation Hong Kong Limited (DBC), Metro Broadcast Corporation Limited (Metro), Phoenix U Radio Limited (Phoenix U), and Radio Television Hong Kong (RTHK) signed an agreement setting out the network sharing arrangements on 13 Oct 11 at a ceremony.

According to the network sharing arrangements, the three licensees and RTHK will join in building a DAB network using existing analogue frequency modulation (FM) hilltop transmission stations.  They will operate the network together and share the cost of using the facilities.

After the signing ceremony, representatives of the operators jointly hosted a seminar on DAB, which is one of the programs at the Hong Kong Electronics Fair (Autumn Edition).  The seminar, targeting manufacturers and suppliers of electronic appliances, is aimed at keeping the trades abreast of the progress of DAB in Hong Kong.  The representatives briefed the seminar participants on the latest developments of DAB as well as their services and program features.  They also exchanged views on the detailed arrangements for DAB and encouraged the trades to help promote DAB services by launching products to meet customer demand in a timely manner. 

Formal services are expected to be launched late this year or early next year.

Source: www.info.gov.hk
Reported on 13 Oct 11: Frontier Silicon announced on 13 Oct 11 the launch of new software for its widely adopted DAB/DAB+ platforms. This latest release not only brings advanced text and image capability with DL Plus and RadioVIS technology, but also provides a 20% improvement in power consumption.

DL Plus is an advanced text feature currently broadcast as part of the new national DAB+ service in Germany. Dynamic Label Segment (DLS) already allows a radio station to broadcast streaming text information to the display of a digital radio receiver. DL Plus, which is upwardly compatible with DLS, builds on this capability and provides an enhanced experience by allowing the listener to choose which text content they are interested in, giving access to relevant information such as artist name or song at the touch of a button.

Source: www.frontier-silicon.com
Reported on 27 Oct 11: Listening to digital platforms is now 28.2% in the UK, according to the Q3 2011 RAJAR figures released in October 2011, up 14% year on year in share. Digital listening hours are up to a record 304 million hours, up 16% from 262 million hours in Q3 2010.

The increase in digital listening is driven by listening to DAB and via the internet. The share of all radio listening to DAB is now at 18%, up from 17.2% quarter on quarter and from 15.3% in Q3 2010. Listening to DAB accounts for 73% of digital listening.

Ownership of DAB digital radios in the home is up 12% year on year, with almost two in five of the population (39.4%) or 20.5 million adults living in a household with a set.

Internet listening is now at 3.7%, up from 3.2% quarter on quarter and from 2.8% in Q3 2010, with internet listening hours up 32% year on year. Contributing factors to this growth are the launch of Radioplayer, the increase of radio listening on smartphones and the Digital Radio UK workplace listening campaign. Digital television listening now accounts for 4.7% of all listening.
Source: www.getdigitalradio.com
Digital Radio Mondiale (DRM)
Reported on 13 Oct 11: The first ever DRM transmissions for Southern Africa in French and English was transmitted on 11 October on the occasion of the Digital Radio Conference organized by the European Broadcasting Union (EBU) at the headquarters of the European Parliament in Brussels.
Source: www.drm.org
Reported on 13 Oct 11: The 5th digital radio conference organized by EBU took place this year at the very heart of the European Parliament in Brussels on 12 October.  The speakers included politicians, representatives of the European Commission, public and commercial broadcasters, manufacturers and people involved and passionate about making digital radio attractive and established in Europe. 
There were interesting updates about the introduction of digital radio in Germany, Norway, the plan for Belgium and the complex situation in France.  EBU made public its viewpoint on the future of digital radio which in its view is “digital, multiplatform and hybrid”.  It was satisfying for the DRM representatives to see that DRM as a standard and DRM+ were specifically mentioned, though most of the document is dedicated to the DAB family of standards and internet.  
In the discussion speakers mentioned DRM+ as a possible solution for community stations.  The DRM Consortium chairman appealed to the EU representatives to help increase awareness about digital radio and its various solutions to administrations and the industry in Europe.

Source: www.drm.org
HD Radio (IBOC) 
Reported on 14 Oct 11: HD Radio technology will be part of the newly unveiled Cadillac CUE system, debuting in the fall of 2012 in the 2013 model-year Cadillac XTS luxury sedan. HD Radio is one of the many features of Cadillac's new CUE design and technical system, and it is slated to appear later in other Cadillac models as well.
20 automotive brands have now announced that HD Radio technology is or will be available as a factory installed feature including Audi, Bentley, BMW, Cadillac, Ford, Hyundai, Jaguar, Kia, Land Rover, Lexus, Lincoln, Mercedes-Benz, MINI USA, Rolls-Royce, Scion, Subaru, Tesla, Toyota, Volkswagen and Volvo.

Source: radiomagonline.com
Integrated Services Digital Broadcasting (ISDB)
Reported on 4 Oct 11: At the CEATEC electronics show in Tokyo, MMBI announced its new mobile TV channel to be called “NOTTV”. The service will only be available on smartphones, and will launch officially in April 2012.
Broadcasting will be based on ISDB-Tmm technology using bandwidth freed up by the switching-off of Japan’s analogue TV broadcasting earlier this year.

MMBI is backed by Japan’s largest mobile operator, NTT DoCoMo, and the country’s major TV broadcasters.

Source: www.digitaltvnews.net
Reported on 19 Oct 11: The Government of the Republic of Maldives has decided to adopt the Japanese system (8MHz ISDB-T) as its standard terrestrial digital television broadcasting system for MNBC (Maldives National Broadcasting Corporation), the state-owned broadcaster. This was officially announced on 19 Oct 11 in a joint declaration of the adoption of the Japanese system signed by Takashi Morita, Japan's Vice-Minister for　Internal Affairs and Communications, and Thoyyib Mohamed Waheed, the Maldives' Minister of State for Tourism, Arts and Culture.
The Republic of Maldives is the first country to adopt ISDB-T in the countries with 8MHz channel bandwidth.

Source: www.soumu.go.jp
Reported on 29 Oct 11: The Venezuelan government has launched a new round of transmission tests designed to optimize the process of spectrum planning for the country's future digital terrestrial television (DTT) system.
The new round of tests is taking place around the capital, Caracas. Specifically, the UHF airwaves are being broadcast from the Mecedores transmission site located at the Waraira Repano National Park. The main objective is to determine the most efficient transmission power level that will be required to cover Caracas.

Initially, the transmitter is being tested with an effective radiated power of 30 kW using a 10-dB gain antenna. Depending on the results obtained, engineers in charge of the project will specify the power range for the rest of the transmitters that will need to be installed around the Capital.

Once the Caracas test phase is over, similar tests will have to be carried out for each main urbanised area throughout the country. Candidate upcoming cities to receive such tests are Maracaibo, Puerto La Cruz, Barquisimeto, Mérida, San Cristóbal, Valencia and Maracay.

Like most other South American nations, Venezuela will be deploying its DTT system based on the Brazilian-Japanese ISDB-T transmission standard.

Source: www.rapidtvnews.com
Digital Satellite Radio
Reported on 6 Oct 11: Sirius XM Radio announced on 6 Oct 11 that participating Nissan and Infiniti dealerships across the United Stateswill give customers a 3-month subscription to SiriusXM when they purchase any pre-owned vehicle from the satellite radio-equipped inventory of participating dealers.
Customers will automatically receive a 3-month subscription to SiriusXM’s commercial-free music, and premier sports, news, talk, comedy and a selection of premium programming when purchasing any pre-owned vehicle with a factory-installed Sirius or XM radio.

Source: musicsink.com
Reported on 28 Oct 11: Sirius XM Radio and Toyota Motor Sales U.S.A. have announced that the customers will get a 3-year subscription of SiriusXM data services automatically featuring fuel prices, traffic data, weather forecasts, sports updates, and stock information when purchasing select Model year 2012 Toyota Camry vehicles equipped with Toyota’s new multimedia system with Entune™.  The 2012 Toyota Camry is the first Toyota vehicle with these advanced features offered by SiriusXM.
Toyota will continue to give customers purchasing new Toyota vehicles equipped with satellite radio a 3-month SiriusXM subscription.  

Source: siriusbuzz.com
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