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for October 2011
Eureka-147 DAB/T-DMB
Reported on 5 Sep 11: Frontier Silicon announced on 5 Sep 11 that its technology is in over 80% of the digital radio models that were on show at IFA 2011 supporting the launch in Germany of the new national DAB/DAB+ service that took place throughout the exhibition.
As of 1 Aug 2011 there have been a total of nine new commercial radio services plus three public service channels on the air from 27 new DAB/DAB+ transmitters giving coverage to 50 million people in Germany. Exclusive digital content includes several different music formats from radio stations such as Absolut Radio, NRJ, LoungeFM, Bob and Klassik Radio plus live coverage of Bundesliga soccer from 90elf.

Since the switch on of the new transmitters, Frontier Silicon has worked closely with the broadcaster to ensure a smooth transition to the new broadcasts with products using Frontier Silicon technology.

Source: www.frontier-silicon.com
Reported on 7 Sep 11: One month after the launch of new digital radio system in Germany, digital radio is one of the main themes at the world's biggest consumer electronics show - IFA 2011 Berlin, which was held from 2 - 7 Sep 2011. Public and commercial broadcasters focused on digital radio as part of their IFA presentations.
Deutschlandradio (with three programs now heard on digital: Dradio Wissen, Deutschland Kultur and Deutschlandfunk) showed a range of commercially available digital radio devices, in addition to providing information on the regional and nationwide development of digital radio.

Under the slogan "Radio for the Future" at the Digital World stand the ARD presented information on new programs on-air and the data services now available on digital radio.

To underline the importance of digital radio at this year's IFA there was a digital radio day. All key stakeholders from the digital radio sector in Germany and Europe visited the Red Lounge at IFA on 5 Sep to join the event. Among other things, the day started with a presentation called "Europe looks to Germany," focusing on the impact of the role out of digital radio in Germany and for the rest of Europe. On the same day, another event was arranged so retailers, manufacturers and the members of the Receiver Working Group could give previews of their new products. The event, aimed at key decision makers and journalists, offered a view of the development of products about to enter the digital radio market.

Source: http://radiomagonline.com
Reported on 8 Sep 11: All In Media has been awarded a three-year contract to develop and support a system for managing text and image services across all local and national BBC radio stations.
In just four years, All In Media has grown to become the leading supplier of digital radio software and mobile phone apps to the European and Australian radio industries. It’s Rapid and Guide products are already widely deployed across the world on DAB and FM platforms.

With Germany now launching national digital radio services for the first time, Europe is undergoing a digital radio revival. AIM’s software allows broadcaster to quickly and cost-effectively deliver visual radio services across a range of platforms, including DAB/DAB+, FM, DTV, online and smartphone apps. Its AIM Rapid and Guide products are the most widely deployed DAB data management software products in the world.
Source: http://www.thisisaim.com
Reported on 12 Sep 11: EtherWaves announced on 12 Sep 11 the further expansion of ClearSignal software based DAB/DMB solution, by porting to Tensilica’s Xtensa® dataplane processor architecture. This addition meets EtherWaves’ strategy of supporting leading chip architectures and continuously expanding the ClearSignal availability.

The new ClearSignal RF agnostic design broadens SoC designers’ choice to immediately add Digital Radio capability to mobile devices, while keeping the required low power consumption. This ClearSignal implementation takes advantage of Tensilica’s ConnX Vectra LX DSP Engine and other architecture optimizations for achieving a typical DAB reception.

The new version implements all the broadcasting standards supported by ClearSignal - DAB, DAB+, T-DMB, DRM and in future DRM+.
Source: http://www.etherwaves.com
Reported on 13 Sep 11: KeyStone Semiconductor Corp (KeyStone) announced on 13 Sep 11 that its 2nd generation single-chip FM/DAB/DAB+/DMB-R receiver IC, KSW8650, offers the lowest-cost turn-key solutions to support DAB+ slide show, EPG, and TPEG applications. With triple-band RF receiver, demodulator, DSP, micro control unit, flash memory, stereo DAC, battery detector and power management, KSW8650 is designed to meet the growing demand for low-power and low-cost multimedia DAB market.

Source: http://www.digitaljournal.com
Reported on 21 Sep 11: KeyStone Semiconductor Corp (KeyStone) announced on 21 Sep 11 that its single-chip FM/DAB/DAB+/DMB-R receiver IC, KSW8650v, is selected by Asuka Inc. Two new models employing KeyStone's KSW8650 single-chips were released at IFA, Berlin 2011. 

Asuka HY-100 is a low-cost industry-grade DAB/DAB+ digital radio receiver that provides audio and slide show outputs to vehicles. It is well designed to meet industry-grade temperature range while delivering color slide show to in-car entertainment systems. Asuka PKD-200 is a DVD/HDTV/DAB+ combo that offers in-car multimedia and DAB/DAB+ digital radio. Both products were first showcased at Asuka's booth at IFA, Berlin, Germany and will be demonstrated at Taitronics, Taipei and at Hong Kong Electronics Fair in October 2011.

Source: http://www.sfgate.com
Reported on 23 Sep 11: Audi Australia has announced the introduction of digital radio tuner DAB+ functionality into the Audi A6, A7 and A8 model lines.
Digital radio DAB+ is currently available in Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, Perth and Adelaide servicing more than 60 percent of Australia’s population.
Audi A8 4.2 FSI and 4.2 TDI models are equipped as standard with the digital radio DAB+ and digital TV package, with digital radio combined with digital TV and BOSE surround sound system as an optional package on the A8 3.0 TDI for $7,500.
All A6 and A7 models can be ordered with the digital radio DAB+ and digital TV package for $3,130 for A6 models and $3,180 for A7 models.

Source: http://www.theautochannel.com
Digital Radio Mondiale (DRM)
Reported on 6 Sep 11: The Brazilian Ministry of Communication (Minicom) organized a high-level one-day seminar on Digital Radio on 1 Sep 2011 in the capital, Brasilia. The full day event allowed for an extensive discussion with various segments of society about the introduction of digital radio and the adoption of a digital standard that suits the Brazilian needs best. Brazil has only in the FM band over 9,000 FM stations.  
The day comprised a discussion on the technical features and benefits of the DRM standard and HD system.
DRM has already been tested in Brazil in various cities over the last 18 months with very positive results. DRM is a worldwide open standard, works in all radio bands, with ITU approved and non-proprietorial. It has already been approved as the technology of choice in large countries like India and Russia.

The Brazilian Ministry of Communication would like to finalise DRM and HD Radio tests by the beginning of March 2012 in order to get in a good position to recommend the best solution for the digitising Brazilian radio. Minicom, along with partners, plans to evaluate criteria related to the coverage area, propagation conditions in specific regions of Brazil, signal strength, audio quality. The tests of DRM technology should finish by March next year. Tests with HD Radio technology are yet to start though there had been previous tests done.

Source: http://www.drm.org
Reported on 14 Sep 11: With DRM’s strongest ever presence at the International Broadcasting Convention (IBC) in Amsterdam, participants were given a unique opportunity to take part in a digital journey with DRM including demonstrations highlighting its benefits and features.  Three events were held on the 10, 11 and 12 of September at the booths of Transradio, Nautel and Fraunhofer IIS (all DRM members) respectively which were well attended and well-received.  The new receiver solutions presented at these events were a huge attraction that made these events a success.
The DRM Consortium had drawn up its most ambitious plan for IBC in Amsterdam this year. At the events spread over 3 days, consortium members, supporters and guests embarked on a digital journey that took them from the well known facts about DRM 30 and DRM+ to the latest international developments and to the new element - receivers and receiver prototypes.

The DRM Consortium managed to showcase the full technology and also demonstrated that there are a variety of chipset and receiver solutions now available for international DRM markets.

http://www.drm.org
HD Radio (IBOC) 
Reported on 6 Sep 11: iBiquity Digital Corporation announced on 6 Sep 11 the first Kia vehicles equipped with HD Radio Technology – 2012 model-year Optima, Sorento and Sportage – have begun arriving in showrooms. The funky 2012 Kia Soul urban passenger vehicle also will be available with HD Radio Technology this fall and additional radios and Kia models will offer HD Radio Technology later this year.

HD Radio Technology delivers significant benefits for Kia drivers: crystal-clear sound quality; additional local FM channels known as HD2, HD3 and HD4s; Program Service Data or PSD, which displays song title and artist name on the radio screen. These value-added features, with more to come, are complimentary with no monthly subscription fee.
Source: http://www.ibiquity.com
Reported on 9 Sep 11: Volkswagen will be the first automaker to offer the new HD Radio technology feature called Artist Experience, beginning with the 2012 model year. Select Volkswagen vehicles will offer HD Radio with Artist Experience on the Premium VIII radio. Artist Experience enables the Premium VIII radio to display album art and other images broadcast from HD Radio stations on its screen. The automaker will also introduce the iTunes tagging feature to drivers. Volkswagen launched HD Radio in 2009.

Source: http://radiomagonline.com
Integrated Services Digital Broadcasting (ISDB)
Reported on 27 Sep 11: Chile and Brazil have signed a cooperation agreement on digital terrestrial television (DTT) technology. Besides providing technical assistance for the implementation of digital television in Chile, the cooperation will also be focusing on the expertise developed by Brazil. Formally adopted by the majority of South American nations – Colombia being the notable exception having chosen Europe's DVB-T system for DTT transmissions – ISDB-T has been gaining widespread acceptance throughout the region ever since Brazilian engineers have enhanced the original version of the Japanese standard with a number of key innovations.

The two most important improvements will be the replacement of MPEG-2 video encoding technology with MPEG-4 and the development of Ginga, a homegrown middleware, for ISDB-T set-top boxes.

This development, added to the regional pioneering role that Brazil has taken in migrating from analogue to digital terrestrial transmission, has turned the country into the de facto expert on ISDB-T.

The agreement signed on Friday between Chile's national minister for transport and telecommunications, Pedro Pablo Errázuriz, and Brazil's ambassador to Chile, Frederico Cezar de Araujo, seeks to accelerate the transfer of knowledge from Brazil to Chile's broadcast industry and academia.

As part of the deal, about US$500,000 will be invested in the set up of research laboratories and the organization of a series of training events.

Source: http://www.rapidtvnews.com
Digital Satellite Radio
Reported on 12 Sep 11: Ireland-based satellite service operator Solaris Mobile has launched EUR Radio, a pan-European digital satellite radio demonstration platform designed to serve the European Union region. EUR Radio will be used initially for marketing and demonstration purposes but could become the catalyst for a commercial service, providing listeners across the EU with an assortment of radio channels, both public and private, encompassing the majority of European languages. The demonstration platform also has the capacity to provide enhanced infotainment with in-car data services and will run as a complementary service to traditional national FM, DAB or S-band services.
Source: http://radiomagonline.com
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