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1. Akiko Ogasawara, Managing Producer, Japan Broadcasting Corporation 

 
Akiko Ogasawara joined NHK in 1991, initially working at the network’s stations in regional cities 
including Nagoya and Kanazawa. Her standout work includes documentaries on the explorations of 
Thor Heyerdhal(1997) and the El Rocio pilgrimage in Andalucia (2001). Since 2007 she has been 
working in NHK’s International Broadcasting operations. She conceives and develops radio 
programs as a managing producer on the NHK WORLD-JAPAN international radio service which 
carries news and other programs in 17 languages, including English and French. In 2017, she 
launched the “BOSAI” project, which uses not only conventional media but also social networking 
sites to share Japan’s disaster-prevention know-how with the world. 
 

2. Akim Mogaji, New Media Networks 

 
Akim Mogaji has worked around the world making groundbreaking drama and documentaries, 
establishing and training new teams - including writers, producers, actors, technicians and 
production management - to deliver original content. He favours participation at all levels, learning 
together through real practice. His specialisation is in developing talent and building capacity of 
media partners. Born in Lagos, Nigeria to a Nigerian father and British mother, he schooled in the 
United Kingdom and Nigeria,studied classical music and became an actor with the Royal 
Shakespeare Company and National Theatre, London. His growing interest in directing took over, 
making film documentaries and as a BBC Producer, making the World Service's weekly global 
drama ‘Westway’. For the last 15 years, Akim has been creating and working with teams producing 
award-winning radio, TV and film drama, documentaries and discussion programs across Africa, 
South America, India and the UK. He set up New Media Networks to partner with international 
agencies, broadcasters, media practitioners, academic institutions and communities globally. NMN 
provides professional expertise, experience and contacts across the arts, cultural and media sectors 
in the UK and internationally.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3. Alain Artero, dotRadio TLD Manager, EBU 

 
Alain Artero is the manager for the launch and the operation of the new Top Level Domain 
(TLD) .radio. He has worked for more than 20 years in Geneva at the European Broadcasting 
Union, which is now the registry of .radio. Coming from an IT background, he joined the EBU to take 
responsibility for the development of critical applications to manage the EBU Eurovision network. He 
launched the first EBU and Eurovision web sites, providing EBU Members with information of their 
bookings on the Eurovision terrestrial/satellite network. While being the project manager for 
the .radio and .eurovision TLD projects since 2012, Alain also managed the EBU IT projects 
portfolio. He is now fully involved in the operation and the marketing of .radio since its launch in 
2017. Alain is French and earned his diploma from the French graduate school of engineering 
Supelec (1988). 
 

4. Alan Azhibayev, Chairman, Khabar Agency 

5. Alexandre Pletser, Coordinator of International and EU programs, URTI 

 
Alexandre Pletser is the Coordinator of European & International TV projects at Radio Télévision 
Belge Francophone (RTBF), the public broadcasting organisation of the French-speaking 
Community of Belgium. He is Co-production Coordinator at CIRCOM, a professional association of 
regional public service television stations in Europe, and coordinates various platforms of 
cooperation for the EBU and the International Radio and Television Union URTI. He is currently 
developing catalogues of international and European programs for the RTBF digital channel La 
Trois. He broadcasts many programs from the five continents in original versions with subtitles. He 
develops and manages numerous European co-productions with the support of International 
Institutions such as the European Parliament and the European Commission, among numerous 
Institution in Europe and Asia. The exchange platform of international TV programs that he created 
is recognised worldwide, being presented in Beijing, Bali, Santiago, Rome, Warsaw, Helsinki and 
the Azores. He is also a multimedia author and script editor, a member of the Belgian Society of 
Authors and of the Association of Audiovisual Writers. He has been co-producer or expert for 
various Belgian feature films with a successful international career in theatre and festivals, with 
nominations for Oscars and Cannes Awards and French Cesars. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6. Claudio Cappon, Secretary General, COPEAM 

 

 
Claudio Cappon is Secretary General of COPEAM (Permanent Conference of the Mediterranean 
Audiovisual Operators) and is on the panel of experts chosen by the EBU to perform peer-to-peer 
reviews of the Public Service Value of different members which commenced in October 2014 with 
Czech Television. A former senior executive with the Italian broadcaster RAI and with the EBU, he 
is also professor at Sciences-Po University of Paris where he is ‘maitre de conference’ of a course 
on “Public Service Media in Europe” and member of the board of “Roma Tre” University in Rome. 
Claudio obtained a degree in Economics with honours from the University of Rome and pursued 
several post-graduate specialised studies in Finance and Business strategies. He has been 
member of the Board of Autostrade e Aeroporti di Roma, Deputy Director General of Iritecna and in 
1995/96 he took up the position of Managing Director of Fintecna. Between 1998 and 2002 he was 
first Deputy Director General and then Director General of RAI. In 2002 he was appointed Managing 
Director of Consap, an agency of the Ministry of the Treasury specialising in management of public 
insurance services. He was re-appointed Director General of RAI in 2006. In December 2009 he 
was elected Vice President of the European Broadcasting Union, a position that he kept until 
December 2014. From June 2012 to December 2013 he was President of Rai World, the Rai 
company tasked with organising the international presence of the Italian Public Service 
Broadcaster. 
 

7. Dan Santa, Director of International Relations, Radio Romania 

 
Dr Dan Santa has been the Director of International Relations for the Romanian Broadcasting 
Corporation (SRR) for nearly 20 years. For more than 15 years he was also the president of the 
Radio Committee of URTI (International Radio-Television Union) and member of the steering 
committee of COPEAM. Currently he is the Vice-President of URTI. He has held several positions 
for the EBU and carried out an internship at the EBU Brussels office. Dan received his PhD in 
philosophy at the University of Cluj, Romania, speclialising in the philosophy of culture and religions. 
Between 1992-1998 he was a lecturer for the Philosophy Professorship at University of Cluj and 
between 1996-1998 editor-in-chief for the Ethnic Minorities Department at Radio Romania. Dan 
worked as a radio programmer-producer, dedicated mainly to inter-cultural relations. He is the 
author of several books of philosophy and many studies on culture and religion and a writer of radio 
dramas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



8. Ehsan Mastan, Online Broadcaster, National Radio and Television of Afghanistan 

 
 

 

Mohammad Ehsan Mastan is a software engineer, artist, and an educator. Ehsan got his bachelor 

degree in computer science from Kardan University. He currently works in RTA as an online 

producer, and previously he has worked in Tolo Tv as a field manager, he also has taught English 

language, computer programs, and art in different institutes in Afghanistan.He was introduced to 

Ghulam Mohammad Maimanagi art center in 2003 where he studied painting. Then he was 

introduced to Aga Khan Music Initiative in 2005, where he learnt classical music, and later on he 

participated in one of the most popular afghan TV shows “afghan star” in 2007 and performed many 

songs live on stage, and got 9th position out of thousands of participants. In 2016 he got a 

scholarship to CDAC institute in India where he studied “specialized training program in 3d 

animation” and since then he also dived into the 3d world.  

 

 

9. Fayyaz Sheheryar, Director General, All India Radio 

 

  

Fayyaz Sheheryar, a dyed-in-the-wool professional who is Director General of All India Radio, was 
initiated into broadcasting in 1981. He completed degrees in Journalism, Mass Communication with 
specialisation in lingual cohesiveness of oriental languages. He worked on the significance of 
emotional aspects of languages, acquired training at national and international institutions of 
learning in adapting stories for audio and audio-visual media. With great experience in the practical 
field supplementing the knowledge acquired and training accomplished, he honed his skills before 
creating innovative broadcasts for the Public Service Broadcasters in India’s diverse ethno-lingual 
areas. His return from television to radio in 2012 witnessed his tireless advocacy for radio as an 
exciting medium that has captivated audiences and - with digital technology - has lowered the 
barriers for entry into broadcasting. He served in different senior capacities, both in All India Radio 
and Doordarshan (India’s Public Service Broadcasters). His creative yearning and a penchant for 
perfection and innovation carried through many successful experiments with ideas and genres. His 
creative work has won him plaudits at home and abroad. 
 

 



 

10. Flavia Aurelia Voinea, Manager of Bucharest FM, Radio Romania 

 
 

As Manager of Bucharest FM - Radio Romania Regional network - Flavia Voinea coordinates the 
editorial, technical and the economic activities of the station, being also presenter for special 
programs. Formerly editor-in-chief and producer of Bucharest FM, she has a master in Public 
Relations and Communication, a Diploma in Journalism and in National Security. She also attended 
the Deutsche Welle Academy‘s courses for Radio Management and Train-the-trainers. 
 
 

11. GeorgicÄƒ Severin, President Director General, Radio Romania 

 

  
Georgică Severin has been President Director General for Radio Romania, the Romanian Radio 
Public Broadcaster, since September 2017. Previously he was the Interim President Director 
General and served as a Senator in the Romanian Parliament from 2008 to 2016. He has held the 
position of President of the Culture and Media Committee from 2012 to 2016 and he has been a 
member of the Special Committee for the Evaluation of Democracy and Rule of Law. He has been a 
member of the Culture, Arts and Mass Information Means, of the Foreign Policy Committee and of 
the Legal Matters, Appointments, Discipline, Immunities and Validations Committee. From 2009 to 
2012 he was a member of the Romanian Delegation at the Parliamentary Assembly of La 
Francophonie. He has been president of the Romania-Switzerland Parliamentary Friendship Group 
and was once Owner of the QED Written Press and Media Group. Georgică Severin graduated from 
the Faculty of History and Philosophy at the University of Bucharest in 1984. He earned two 
postgraduate qualifications: in Security and Good Governance from the National Defence College in 
2014 and in Foreign Affairs and Diplomacy from the Romanian Diplomatic Institute in 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



12. Grzegorz Zajączkowski, Digital Advisor, Digital Champion of European Commission for 

Poland 

 
Grzegorz is an engineer, programmer, social animator and project coordinator for the development 

of the information society. He is currently a digital advisor in Polish Television and adviser to the 

Department of State Systems of the Ministry of Digital Affairs. He graduated from the Silesian 

University of Technology (in the field of Automatic Control and Robotics, spec. Measurement 

Systems). Since 1998, he has been involved in the application of information technology in 

education, development of civil society and popularization of cultural heritage. In 2001, he co-

authored the strategy "ePolska 2001" for building an information society and e-education. Since 

2008, he has been cooperating with government institutions as a advisor and project coordinator. 

Grzegorz co-authored the first system repository of open educational resources for Poland and was 

the main engineer of the first Polish virtual school project for migrating students "Open School".  In 

September 2017 he was appointed as the "Digital Leader of the European Commission" (Digital 

Champion for Poland). 

 

 

13. James Ross, Lightning International Ltd 

 
James Ross is the CEO of Lightning International, the MD of TRACE Asia-Pacific. After working for 
BBC Radio for 10 years, James was part of the launch team for Bloomberg Television & Radio in 
Asia in 1996. In 2006 he was appointed Regional Director for the UK’s biggest commercial 
broadcaster, ITV.  James launched Lightning International in 2011, and the company is focused on 
creating and distributing TV & Radio channels, programmes, and formats, and consulting for many 
media organisations. James currently sits on the advisory board for The Asia-Pacific Media Alliance 
and also co-founded Radio Asia Today, an online publication for the radio industry in Asia Pacific. 
James is also an on-air presenter for RTHK Radio 3 in Hong Kong. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

14. Joan Warner, Chief Executive Officer, Commercial Radio Australia 

 

Joan Warner is the Chief Executive Officer of Commercial Radio Australia (CRA) representing 
Australian commercial radio broadcasters. She is also Vice President of WorldDAB and Chair of the 
Asia Pacific Committee. In her role as CEO of CRA, Joan oversees the whole of industry marketing 
and brand campaigns, the co-regulatory Radio Codes of Practice, audience measurement survey 
contracts and industry copyright agreements. She is responsible for negotiations across a range of 
regulatory and legislative issues with regulators and directly with Government Ministers. She is also 
responsible for the annual National Commercial Radio Conference, Siren Creative Awards and 
Australian Commercial Radio Awards. She coordinated and managed the planning, rollout and 
implementation of DAB+ digital radio in the five metropolitan capitals covering 64% of the Australian 
population and continues to manage strategy development for the DAB+ implementation into 
regional Australia. As Vice President of World DAB, Joan works with regulators and broadcasters to 
advance and assist with the rollout of DAB+ technology to improve radio services to listeners across 
the Asia-Pacific region. She has worked at senior executive levels in the private and government 
sectors and holds four degrees including a Master of Business Administration and a Master of 
Education. 

 

15. John Maguire, Director of International Relations and Cooperation, France Medias Monde 

 
John Maguire has been Director of International Relations and Cooperation of France Medias 
Monde since September 2013. Before that he held the positions of Director of International 
Development, Audiovisuel Exterièur de la France, Director of International Affairs, Radio France 
Internationale, Head of RFI’s International Training Department and Managing Editor of RFI's 
English service. John is an African specialist and has taught in several French schools of 
journalism. He is a former correspondent for Irish Radio-Television (RTE) and The Irish Times in 
Paris. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



16. Julie Posetti, Senior Research Fellow and Journalism Innovation Project Lead, Reuters 

Institute for the Study of Journalism, UK 

 
Julie Posetti is Senior Research Fellow at Oxford University’s Reuters Centre for the Study of 
Journalism (RISJ), leading the Institute’s new Journalism Innovation Project. A multi award-winning 
Australian journalist and academic, she is author of ‘Protecting Journalism Sources in the Digital 
Age’, a major UN study covering 121 countries, published by UNESCO in 2017. She is also co-
editor of ‘Journalism, Fake News and Disinformation’ (forthcoming), a new UN-commissioned book 
assessing the impact of the global disinformation crisis on journalism and mapping the fightback. 
She has written extensively about the online harassment of women journalists and provides 
strategic and advice and training to international newsrooms on the theme. In 2016-17, Julie was 
Head of Digital Editorial Capability at Fairfax Media (publisher of The Sydney Morning Herald, The 
Age and the Australian Financial Review) in Australia. A former editor, presenter and political 
reporter with the Australian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC), she was based in Paris as Research 
Fellow and Editor with the World Editors Forum in 2014-15, where she edited the flagship annual 
Trends in Newsrooms report. She is currently completing her PhD in journalism at the University of 
Wollongong. 
 

17. Jun Shirai, Senior Producer, Japan Broadcasting Corporation 

 
Jun Shirai is a senior entertainment producer at Japan’s national public broadcaster NHK. His 
current work encompasses talk shows and music shows for FM radio and music specials for TV. 
He joined NHK as a director in 1988 and honed his skills during an initial posting to a regional 
broadcasting station. He moved in 1992 to the NHK Broadcasting Center in Tokyo, where he began 
producing entertainment content with a focus on music programs and variety shows. From 2000-02, 
he was a producer for the Asia Music Festival, which NHK co-produced as a member of the Asia-
Pacific Broadcasting Union. He produced stage shows in Hong Kong with TVB, in Malaysia with 
RTM and in Shanghai with SMG. From 2011-15, he produced FM radio specials called ‘Live Music 
from New York’. His standout projects in 2017 included a TV program about the South by 
Southwest music events in Austin, Texas, USA. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



18. Karen Merkel, New Media Networks 

 
Karen Merkel has specialised in media production, consultancy and training in development for 30 
years. She has produced programs for BBC Radios 4 and 5Live and has conceived and co-led 
‘Sound Radio’, one of the first five Community Radio stations with a licence to broadcast in the 
United Kingdom. Karen has been an arts and media consultant for the Arts Council England and the 
British Film Institute. She worked for the BBC for nine years, directing projects for World Service 
Education and as Director of Education for the former World Service Trust. Karen has 
commissioned and delivered media programs for broadcast and interactive platforms across the UK, 
Sub-Saharan Africa and Asia. She is a Non-Executive Director (Communication and Information) on 
the UK National Commission for UNESCO and the Chair of Stratford Circus in east London. She is 
an Associate Tutor for the Media in Practice module of the School of International Development’s 
Masters Course in Media and International Development at the University of East Anglia in the UK. 
 

 

 

 

19. Keiko Hagihara Bang, CEO  & Founder, Bang Singapore Pte. Ltd.,Singapore 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keiko Bang has spent more than 20 years creating and producing high-end award-winning factual 

productions from Asia for the international marketplace.    She is responsible for producing more 

than 100 hours of blue-chip programming, which have aired in more than 150 countries around the 

world. More than 40 percent of these acclaimed films  were  co-productions with over 25 countries, 

many of them working with an Asian producer or broadcaster for the first time. In 2006, Bang was 

the first Asian  production  company  to  rank  amongst Realscreen’s Top 100 Most Influential 

Documentary Companies in the World. 

Keiko is also well known as both a visionary and passionate futurist.  Over the past 20 years she 

has worked to build an eco-system within Asia, bringing together players in Asia from major 

corporations and government agencies to media companies and individual producers to innovate 

projects that for branded, cross-platform documentary and entertainment-related content.   Her 

vision has been to create a ‘single Asian content market’ based on inter-Asia transactions and 

projects. 

Today Keiko is passionate about the world of digital storytelling and new media. From mobile phone 

applications to the world of serious gaming and mixed media (AR/VR), she believes that the current 

paradigm shift in content requires an intersection between technology and art that not only enables 

a new brand of storytelling but also new business models for monetization.  She believes 

harnessing this power will be the key to the future success of content in Asia. 

 



20. Lawrence Galkoff , Lightning International Ltd 

 
Lawrence Galkoff is the General Manager of Radioplayer Worldwide, where he is responsible for 
managing the seven countries which, in addition to the United Kingdom, make up the Radioplayer 
organisation. Radioplayer and Radioplayer Worldwide are owned by broadcasters and are not-for-
profit organisations, with income reinvested back into Radioplayer to achieve the strategy that is 
agreed by the member countries, currently in Austria, Belgium, Canada, Ireland, Germany, Norway, 
Peru and the UK. Lawrence has spent more than thirty years working in the broadcasting industry in 
the UK, in television and radio, in the public service and in the commercial sector. He has held a 
number of production and technical roles at the highest level and with significant responsibility for 
major nationally and internationally important initiatives such as UK, European and US election 
programs, the international Millennium program which went out around the world and major sports 
events. Radioplayer Worldwide is the international arm of Radioplayer which was founded by the 
BBC and commercial radio in the UK around seven years ago. Radioplayer exists to allow 
broadcasters in different countries to collaborate in technology, which helps radio compete against 
other streaming services so that it can retain its dominance in the audio market.  
 

21. Lyazzat Zhunussova, General Director, Management Company “Kazmedia Ortalygy” LLP 

22. Madi Manatbek, Director, Kazakh Radiolary 

 

 

 

 

 

23. Masakazu Iwaki, Head of AI promotion, Japan Broadcasting Corporation 

 
Masakazu Iwaki is the Deputy Director of Science & Technology Research Laboratories (STRL), 

NHK. He is also Head of Secretariat for AI promotion, STRL, NHK. During his tenure, he will 

supervise the introduction of AI technologies to broadcasting industry. Prior to his current 

appointment, Iwaki was Head of the Human Interface Research Division in STRL and controlled 

research and development of human interface technologies to improve media accessibility. He has 

been the chairman of the ABU Technical Committee since 2014. Iwaki joined NHK in 1990. From 

1994 to 2008, he worked as a research engineer of acoustics in the STRL. He is a member of the 

Institute of Electronics, Information and Communication Engineers (IEICE), The Institute of Image 

Information and Television Engineers, Audio Engineering Society (AES), and the Acoustic Society 

of Japan (ASJ). 

 

 



24. Dr Drew McDaniel, Professor, Director, School of Media Arts, Ohio University 

 
Dr Drew McDaniel is Professor and Director of the School of Media Arts & Studies at Ohio 
University. Previously, he held the posts of Director of the Center for International Studies, Director 
of Communication and Development Studies, and Director of Southeast Asian Studies. Prior to 
joining Ohio University, he worked as a broadcast journalist in the states of Washington and 
Colorado. He has held Visiting Professor positions at Nanyang Technological University in 
Singapore and Universiti Teknologi MARA in Malaysia. In 1990 he held a Fulbright Regional 
Research Fellowship in Southeast Asia and more recently he received an appointment as 
Distinguished Scholar in Residence at the University of Queensland in Australia. He was twice 
named Ohio University’s outstanding graduate faculty member. For many years Professor McDaniel 
served as Staff Consultant at the Asia-Pacific Institute for Broadcasting Development (AIBD) in 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, a UN-chartered agency that provides research and training assistance 
across the region. He has also organised training courses for the Asia-Pacific Broadcasting Union 
(ABU) and the Voice of America, as well as numerous other radio and television organisations. 
Drew has written extensively on media in Asia and on technology in communication. Among his 
book publications are ‘Electronic Tigers of Southeast Asia: The Politics of Media, Technology, and 
National Development’; ‘Broadcasting in the Malay World; Fundamentals of Audio Production’ and 
‘Fundamentals of Communication Electronics’. 
 

 

 

 

 

25. Paul Amos, Managing Director, Xtra Insights 

 
Paul Amos has 30 years of media industry experience including positions in a variety of 
departments from programming and production to promotions and marketing. Over a 17-year period 
he held management positions in radio groups and industry companies, winning awards for radio 
programming and audio production. In 1998, Paul was appointed Director and Radio Consultant for 
esp (Entertainment Strategy, Programming) working with radio networks in Australia, New Zealand, 
the UK, Germany, Sweden, Norway, Finland, Malaysia and the Netherlands. Specifically, Paul was 
responsible for program format design, on-air talent direction, the development and implementation 
of audience research, marketing and promotion campaigns and strategic programming format 
designs in competitive radio markets. Since 2003 Paul has developed Xtra Insights into a 
successful entertainment research company working with some of the leading radio groups, 
television networks and music labels in Australia, New Zealand, Asia and Europe. In Australasia, 
Xtra’s clients include Astro Malaysia, Southern Cross Austereo Australia, Mahaka Media Indonesia, 
MediaWorks New Zealand and Singapore Press Holdings.  



 

 

 

 

26. Radka Betcheva, Head of Member Relations Eastern Europe, European Broadcasting Union 

 
Radka Betcheva is a senior project manager in the Director General’s Office of the European 
Broadcasting Union. She works on strategic, advisory and policy issues related to EBU members 
and manages a program for the support of public service media in the EU accession countries. 
From 2005 to 2012, Radka worked as a Head of the Media Programme in the Organization for 
Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) mission to Montenegro, supporting media reforms. In 
2004-2005 she had worked in Kosovo with OSCE/UNMIK (United Nations Interim Administration 
Mission in Kosovo). Radka has 16 years of experience in Bulgarian public service broadcasting as a 
journalist, editor and executive producer and part-time lecturer at the New Bulgarian University. She 
speaks English, German, Russian, French, Serbo-Croatian and Bulgarian and she holds a masters 
degree in International Relations and Diplomacy from Tufts University, Boston, a masters degree in 
Economics from the University of National and World Economy in Sofia and a diploma in 
Journalism. In 2002-2003 she was awarded the prestigious Nieman Fellowship at Harvard 
University.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

27. Ronnie Stanton, Regional Content Director, Ronnie Stanton Media 

 
Ronnie Stanton is a Regional Content Director for Grant Broadcasters in Australia, a job he took up 
earlier this year after returning from several years overseas, including the United States and 
Canada. He started his career in broadcasting in morning radio in outback Australia, moving 
through medium markets to Assistant Program Director with a major regional network role within 
four years. He has worked on both regional and metropolitan commercial radio in Australia as well 
as in Canada and the United States as program director, brand director and coach, revitalising a 
number of shows, stations and networks to increase their audiences and market ranking. In 2006 he 
was named Australian Program Director of the year by industry magazine ‘The Music Network’ and 
was an Australian Commercial Radio Awards finalist for Best PD in 2006 and 2007. In 2010, Ronnie 
joined the Randy Lane Company as a part-time morning show coach for some of Randy’s morning 
shows across the US and in 2013 he moved from Astral to Corus Entertainment, where he served 
as the Vice President of Programming for three years before joining Alpha Media USA in the same 
role. 



 

 

28. Rudiger Landgraf, Programme Director, Nationwide commercial radio station KRONEHIT 

 
Rüdiger Landgraf is Programme Director of the Austrian nationwide commercial radio station 
KRONEHIT and has worked in commercial radio since 1991, when he started his radio career at the 
pirate station “103.3” in Vienna and at  shopping radio. At KRONEHIT he first became Head of the 
Editorial Department then Programmer Director and is one of the pioneers of commercial radio in 
Austria. He is a lecturer of media management at St. Pölten University of Applied Sciences, and he 
currently also consults stations in Slovakia and in Slovenia. Rüdiger is an expert in the future of 
commercial radio.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

29. Shanthi Bhagirathan, Group Director, MBC Networks (Pvt) Limited 

 
Shanthi Bhagirathan is a professional marketer and a seasoned broadcaster heading the largest 
radio network in Sri Lanka – the privately owned MBC Networks. Prior to entering the radio industry 
she headed television channels and a news brand in Sri Lanka and in the United Kingdom. Her 
extensive experience in cross-border programming, content marketing and working on television 
partnerships resulted in working with the BBC (UK), Star Network (India), private TV in the UK as 
well as with FOX and Warner Brothers. Born and raised in Sri Lanka and armed with a degree and 
an MBA from the UK, she entered a career in fast-moving consumer goods marketing with P&G 
(UK), Reckitt & Colman (UK) and Pepsi (India). Entering broadcasting in 1999, Shanthi was soon 
managing TV Channels, introducing and marketing successful content, innovative and interactive 
programing. In radio she strategised innovative radio programming and outbound activities with 
exclusive outdoor concepts such as ‘Radio Bus’, by identifying the market needs and monetising 
them. Shanthi supports digital transformation and using media in making programs and workshops 
for school children to encourage education as well as improving living standards for single women 
and families by empowering them towards entrepreneurship. 
 

 



 

30. Sheikh Hamad b Thamer Al Thani, Chairman, Qatar Media Corporation 

 

 

 

31. Simona Martorelli, Vice Director, Radiotelevisione Italiana S.p.A 

 
 

Simona Martorelli is Vice Director of International Relations and European Affairs with the Italian 
national public broadcaster RAI. Prior to this she was head of European affairs in RAI’s Brussels 
liaison office and has been seconded as National Expert to the European Commission in the 
Audiovisual and Media Policies Unit. Her more than 30 years experience in the audiovisual sector 
started at Hearst ABC in New York and then at RAI since 1984. She is an accomplished lobbyist 
with the European Parliament, European Council of Ministers and the European Commission with 
networking skills and wide contacts with various stakeholders groups such as broadcasters, 
telecoms, ISPs and institutional organisations including the World Intellectual Property Organization 
(WIPO) and the Council of Europe. 
 

32. Steve Ahern, Managing Director, Ahern Media & Training 

 
Steve Ahern is an internationally-recognised broadcast trainer and consultant. He is the author the 
textbook ‘Making Radio’ and is the owner of the Radioinfo.com.au and AsiaRadioToday.com 
industry publications. He was previously Director of Radio at the Australian Film Television & Radio 
School (AFTRS) and a senior executive at the Australian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC). His early 
career included work as a reporter, producer, announcer and program director. Steve was awarded 
an Order of Australia Medal in the 2009 Queen’s Birthday honours list for his contribution to media 
and training in Australia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



33. Tatsuhiro Beniko,Senior Manager, Japan Broadcasting Corporation 

 
Mr Tatsuhiro Beniko is the Senior Manager in the Global Strategy Division (international Relations), 

of NHK World Department, NHK. Former ABU Director of Programming (2013-2018), Beniko joined 

NHK（Japan Broadcasting Corporation） in 1988 and started his career as producer of educational 

programmes. He moved on to News Department and then to Science & Environmental Programmes 

Division at NHK. He was also Executive Producer at NHK Enterprises Europe Ltd in London (2008-

2011). He is certified weather forecaster in Japan. 

34. Tomoko Matsuda, Senior Manager, Japan Broadcasting Corporation 

 
Tomoko MATSUDA is a Senior Manager in the Global Strategy Division (International Relations) of 

NHK World Department, NHK. Tomoko started her career as director of NHK’s News and Current 

Affairs Department. She has produced documentaries covering social issues and human interests. 

In 2015 she moved to Programming Department to work on content development and international 

coproduction.  She serves as project manager of Generation What Japan, a global cross media 

project targeting young adults. 

 

35. Tshering Wangchuk, Chief Executive Officer, Bhutan Broadcasting Service Corporation 

 
Tshering Wangchuk is the CEO of the Bhutan Broadcasting Service Corporation (BBSC), the 

national broadcaster of Bhutan.  The BBSC runs two television channels in two languages and two 

radio channels in four languages. Prior to BBSC, he was the founding CEO of a private newspaper, 

Business Bhutan, and had also worked in the ministry of communications for more than 10 years. 

He is the author of the children’s book ‘Jewel in the Crown’, which captures the 2011 royal wedding 

of the King and Queen of Bhutan. He also composed the lyrics and tune of 10 original children’s 

songs in English, which are played on BBS radio and broadcast on BBS television. Prior to a career 

in the media, Tshering played on the national football team for 2 years and continues to have a 

keen interest in tennis, basketball, archery as well as photography, travelling and blogging. 

 



 

 

36. Vu Thi Tuyet Mai, Deputy Director of VOV2, Voice of Vietnam, Vietnam 

 
Vu Thi Tuyet Mai is the Deputy Director of VOV2. She has worked at Voice Of Vietnam (VOV) since 

1993. She has 18 years of writing experience on women’s issues and gender equality. She was 

Head of Women’s Division and Head of Social Division of VOV2 where she produced programs for 

women, the elderly, veterans and ethnic minorities. From 2011-2018, she was Head of the Editorial 

Division of VOV2 Channel and in charge of coordinating, controlling overall operations of the 

channel, consulting on  program format and format innovations. She was appointed the Deputy 

Director of VOV2 in February this year. 

 

37. Wim Moortgat, Manager Audio Technology, VRT (Belgium) 

 
Wim Moortgat has been part of the evolution of radio over the past 30 years and today he is 
Manager, Audio Technology at the Belgian Dutch-language public broadcaster VRT, responsible for 
technological projects for radio, support of the radio production environment and the Master Control 
Rooms for radio. Wim is actively involved in the project of the new VRT headquarters, where we will 
begin building work centres with total touch point controls, preparing VRT for a new future. He is 
also project owner of the new distribution contract for VRT (fm, DAB+ and DVB-t) and is technical 
advisor at VRT for the switchover to digital radio in lobbying with the Flemish government. For 
almost 20 years, Wim has been a Contact Engineer for the European Broadcasting Union and for 
almost 10 years Chairman of the Group. He has brought new technical ideas to the content 
exchange, making it possible to exchange more multimedia content in the Euroradio network. Wim’s 
educational background is as a Technical Engineer Electronics and he has also had training at the 
Vlerick Business School and the Business School of London.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

38. Wolfram Tech, Senior Consultant & Partner, BCI Group 

 
Wolfram Tech is a senior consultant with BCI, one of the leading media consulting companies in 
Europe. He is a specialist in developing program strategies, marketing and promotion activities and 
is a talent coach for program directors and moderators. He has expertise in upcoming technologies 
and their implementation into general strategies. In 1989 he graduated at the LAB (Los Angeles 
School of Broadcasters) in Los Angeles as a TV and Radio Broadcast Operations Manager and 
worked in several positions as a program director, promotion director, head of moderators and 
coach. Today he advises international communication companies in strategic planning, he consults 
radio stations in many European countries and coaches program directors in implementing the right 
strategy into programs. He is an expert in digitalisation processes and voice assistance systems for 
the media. 
 

39. Xie Li Jian, Deputy Director of International News. Dept, China Central Television, China 

 
Xie Lijian is the Deputy Director of the International News Department at CCTV.  He graduated with 

a Bachelor of Science in International Journalism from China Communication University and a 

Postgraduate Degree in International Relations from China Foreign Affairs University. After 

graduating, he started his career at CCTV in the field of international news reporting where he 

served as morning news editor as well as producer until his current role of Deputy Director. He 

participated in the reporting of all key news events since, including the 9/11 terrorist attacks, the 

2001 Afghanistan war, the 2002 Columbia crash, the 2003 Iraq war, the 2004 Indian Ocean 

tsunami, 2005 Katrina hurricane, the 2008 financial crisis, the 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake, 

the Syrian War in 2012, the death of Mandela in 2013, the disappearance of flight MH370 in 2014, 

the Nepal earthquake in 2015 and the Brexit vote in 2016. 

 

40. Yerlan Karin, Chairman, Public Broadcasting Corporation of Kyrgyz Republic 

 

 

 



41. Yerlik Karazhan, Deputy General Director, Development Strategy and International 

Cooperation, “Kazmedia Center” Managing company” LLP 

 
Mr. Yerlik Karazhan is the Deputy General Director of the Kazmedia Center responsible for strategic 

development and international cooperation. Kazmedia Center is the media-hub located at the heart 

of Eurasia in Astana. It has cutting edge technology and infrastructure, media-ecosystem and 

competency to support fast growing TV and Radio production, broadcasting and distribution. Mr. 

Karazhan is a graduate of the London School of Economics with a PhD in economics (2010). His 

main expertise is in international relations, strategy, external communications and sustainable 

development.  He is an author of internationally accepted corporate training courses on strategic 

communications and government relations. Before joining Kazmedia Center, Mr. Karazhan was 

Deputy Chairman of the Board of JSC "Kazcontent" Kazakhstan's national digital media operator. 


