
SUBJECT: HFCC/ASBU B21 Conference will be virtual
FROM: Jeff White <radiomiami9@gmail.com>
DATE:  9 April 2021

Dear Members and Colleagues:

The HFCC Steering Board has met yesterday, together with ASBU and ABU representatives.  After 
careful consideration for some time now, we have come to the conclusion that it will be impossible 
or impractical to have an in-person B21 Conference in Sofia, Bulgaria as planned.  Therefore, the 
B21 Conference will be virtual, similar to the B20 and A21 conferences.

I am sure you can understand the reasons for this action.  There are many nationalities who are not 
yet even allowed to enter Bulgaria.  There are restrictions on large meetings in Bulgaria.  Many 
other nationalities are not able to leave their countries of origin.  Many international flights are still 
quite limited or cancelled altogether.  Vaccinations for COVID-19 have begun in many countries, 
but it is likely that many of our members will still not be able to receive vaccinations by August.  

For all of these reasons, the only practical way to have our B21 Conference is virtual.  The 
conference period has been extended to three weeks -- from Monday 16 August to Friday 3 
September.  The deadline for schedule uploads for B21 will be Monday 26 July.  The Opening 
Plenary will be Monday 16 August, and the Closing Plenary will be Thursday 2 September.  

Within approximately two weeks we expect to have the B21 Coordination website online, and 
registration will be open as soon as the site is up.  Remember that it will be necessary to register 
online for B21 in order to receive invitations for the live Plenary sessions via an online platform.

We thank you for responding to the Questionnaire on the Efficacy of the A21 Coordination.  Sergio 
Salvatori reports that the vast majority of respondents from a wide variety of FMO's found it to be 
efficient and appropriate, and they said they will attend the in-person conferences as soon as they 
resume, as in-person meetings are always more advantageous.

Our A22 Global Conference is still scheduled for Tunis on 17-21 January 2022, and we are hopeful 
that it will be an in-person meeting.  We are once again postponing the Sofia meeting until B22.  We
have already made preliminary arrangements to meet in the same hotel in Sofia on 22-26 August 
2022.  

Thank you to everyone.  We hope that you are all in good health, and we will inform you as soon as 
the B21 Coordination webpage is online.

Jeff White
HFCC Chairman


