GENERAL SAFETY
GUIDE FOR

JOURNALISTS
DURING DISASTERS

9 STAY INFORMED:

- Ensure you have adequate training in nuo
disaster reporting and first aid. tion frc
- Familiarise yourself with the specific risks

and challenges associated with the type of

disaster you're covering.
- Develop a comprehensive safety plan
before you start your assignment.
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10 RESPECT BOUNDARIES:
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« Assess the risks associated with the disaster

area, including potential dangers from

debris, unstable structures, hazardous Yol
materials, weather conditions, and civil

unrest.
- Stay informed about the disaster's
progression and any evacuation orders or i
warnings from local authorities. e
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11 FIRST AID:
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- Always wear appropriate protective gear,

including helmets, vests, gloves, and sturdy 12 MENTAL HEALTH:
footwear.
- Consider carrying a gas mask, goggles, and

ear protection if covering situations with
potential chemical or biological hazards. e

 Maintain communication with your 13 LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS:

manager, and establish a check-in system to

ensure your safety is monitored. -
- Carry backup communication devices such
as satellite phones or two-way radios in case
regular cell networks fail. air

14 ETHICAL REPORTING:
- Clearly display press credentials and -
identification to avoid confusion with
emergency responders or authorities. /

- Establish a clear evacuation plan with 1 S€

designated meeting points and escape
routes. 15 KNOW WHEN TO RETREAT:
- Always have a reliable means of

transportation ready in case you need to

leave quickly.
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- Whenever possible, work with a colleague

or "buddy" who can watch out for your
safety, and vice versa.
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- Stay informed about weather conditions

and dress apprepriately for extreme heat, =
or wet conditions. © o -
- Be cautious of ¢hanging weat 2 S
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